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National Parks in Korea

 National Parks

- Nationally Representative Ecosystems, natural and cultural landscapes

- Aim to soundly conserve and sustainable Use

- for Benefits and Enjoyment for Current and Future Generations



ID       Park      Designated
Date Area(km2) Type 

Jirisan
Hallyeohaesang
Gyeongju
Gyeryongsan
Seoraksan
Hallasan
Songnisan
Naejangsan
Gayasan
Deogyusan
Odaesan
Juwangsan
Taeanhaean
Dadohaehaesang
Bukhansan
Chiaksan
Woraksan
Sobaeksan
Byeonsanbando
Wolchulsan
Mudeungsan
Taebaeksan

Mountainous

Mountainous
Mountainous
Mountainous
Mountainous
Mountainous
Mountainous
Mountainous
Mountainous

Mountainous
Mountainous
Mountainous
Mountainous

Mountainous
Mountainous
Mountainous

Marine & Coastal

Marine & Coastal
Marine & Coastal

Marine & Coastal

Mountainous

Historical

National Parks in Korea



국립공원관리공단에대한소개

 Korea National Park Service

- Conservation and Sustainable Use of Nature

- Effective and Professional Park Management

- Established in 1987

- Primary Duties

☞ Investigation/Research for Park Resources

☞ Management and Maintenance of

Park Environment and Facilities

☞ Visitor Management(Service),

Community and International Cooperation

 Act for KNPS (enacted in2016)

National Parks in Korea



IUCN Green List National Parks in Korea

Jirisan National Park



Seoraksan National Park



Odaesan National Park



Odaesan National Park



Korea’s Experience 
of Adopting 

the IUCN GL
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Why did you decide to adopt the IUCN GL ?
○ Direction Point for National Parks Management 
○ Better way to prove the Performance of KNPS
○ More attention from stakeholders and public

Well-
managed 
National 
Parks in 
KOREA
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What were the steps for adopting IUCN GL?
Journey to reach the IUCN GL as pilot phrase 
• Concluded the MOU with IUCN  regarding  GL initiative  (‘12. 9.)
• Organized National Expert Assessment Group (‘13. 6.)
• International Orientation Workshop on IUCN GL (‘13. 10. Seoul)
• Derived Adapted Indicators from Global Standard of IUCN GL 

through EAGL meetings  (‘13. 8.~’14. 7.). 
• Finalized the Adapted Indicators in cooperation with Reviewer and 

EAGL ('14. 7. ~ '14. 9.)
• Selected 3 candidate sites and developed application prospectus and 

narrative documents  ('14. 3. ~ '14. 9.)
• EAGL meeting for nomination voting (‘14.10. 2.)
• IUCN GL Global Steering Committee Meeting (‘14.10.27.)
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Korea 
EAGL
Adapted 

indicators,
Review 

prospectus

IUCN
Global 

Standard
Certification

Organizing and Operating National EAGL
- University
- Research Institute
- IUCN Commission Member
- NGOs



17

Adaptation: Indicators / Verification methods

○ Reflected national context through EAGL meetings

○ Drafted consideration notes regarding verification methods

○ Effectively use the evidence information from MEE (’08., ‘13.) 

○ Utilized the outcome indexes of KNPS developed: 

Ecosystem Health Index, Stress Index, Visitor 

Satisfaction, Local community Satisfaction, etc 

4 Pillar/20 Criteria/64 Indicators based on GS
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Made  consideration  notes …
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Adapted Indicators and verification methods

Global Standard (pilot phase)
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Evidence submitted by Protected Area managers
(with hyperlinks to documents)

Means of verification
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Challenges & 
Future Plan
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Major challenges and considerations

○ Organizing EAGL available to cover various fields

○ Lack of common understanding on the GL standards

○ Inadequate information and documents to verify the results

○ Proper communication with reviewer

○ Harmonize the roles of EAGL and Reviewer

○ Extra workload to PAs managers to verify their efforts
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Future Plan …

○ Re-organize the EAGL enable to cover various fields flexibly

○ Up-date the Green List Korea Standards

○ Review case studies of pilot phase 

○ Re-listing the current GL sites

○ Prepare the implementation plan of IUCN GL in Korea

○ Register and Nominate New Protected Areas
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Thank you for your attention

National Park Research Institute

http://www.knps.or.kr/research
Hagyoung.heo@knps.or.kr


